A 1950s Progression for Uke - multiple keys
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There are 7 chords built on a major scale. Chords 1, 4, and 5 are major, while chords 2, 3,
and 6 are minor (chord 7 is diminished). One classic 1950s chord progression is made out
of chords 1, 6, 4, and 5 of a given key. Below are examples of this progression in several
keys, with the 5 chord being shown as regular triad, or with an optional 7" added.
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Helpful Hints:

1. Choose a key (e.g. C). Play each chord in the progression in the
key of C for 8 counts each. Once changing chords is easier, switch
chords after every 4 counts. Then, just for fun, play the chords in
triplets (2 sets of 3 counts each: 1-2-3-, 1-2-3, etc.), which will give
you the classic 1950s 12/8 feel.

For example (counts): (1)-2-3, (2)-2-3, (3)-2-3, (4)-2-3,
C chord ---------- i\ 4 QT

(5) -2-3, (6)-2-3, (7)-2-3, (8)- 2-3
F chord ---------- G -

2. After playing the 1950s progression in all 4 keys shown on the
previous page, try playing it in some other keys (fill in the chords in
the diagrams shown):

Chord # 1 6 4 5 or 5’
A F#m D E or E7

E C#Hm A B or B7
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Chord # 1 6 4 5 or ¥
B G#m E F# or F#7
Bb Gm Eb For F7
Eb Cm Ab Bb or Bb7
Ab Fm Db Eb or Eb7




